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LIMITED SUBMISSION: NSF: Big Data Regional Innovation Hubs: Establishing Spokes to Advance Big Data 
Applications (BD Spokes) 

 ****PLEASE NOTE: ONE (1) PROPOSAL FROM TUFTS- HEALTH SCIENCES CAMPUS and ONE (1) PROPOSAL FROM 
TUFTS-MEDFORD/SOMERVILLE CAMPUS MAY BE NOMINATED**** 
 
DEADLINES: 
Tufts Internal Email of Intent Deadline:  May 29 
Sponsor Deadline:  September 18 
 
For those interested, please send an email of intent to the Limited Submissions Team at limitedsubmissions@tufts.edu 
informing us of an intention to apply.  EOI’s received after the deadline will not be considered.  The email of intent must 
include: 
 

1. The name of the solicitation, 
2. The name of the Principal Investigator, and any co-PI's, 
3. The biosketch of the PI, 
4. An appropriately detailed description of no more than 500 words outlining the PI’s qualifications and a 

description of the proposed project. 
  
An internal selection process will be conducted by the Office of the Vice Provost for Research.  All candidates will be 
notified of results.  NB: Successful applications must include official notification from the Limited Submissions Team in 
order to submit. For more information, please see http://viceprovost.tufts.edu/resources/funding/limited-submissions/  

PROGRAM INFORMATION:   

NSF's Directorate for Computer and Information Science and Engineering (CISE) initiated the National Network of Big 
Data Regional Innovation Hubs (BD Hubs) program in FY 2015. Four BD Hubs – Midwest, Northeast, South, and West – 
were established to foster multi-sector collaborations among academia, industry, and government, both nationally and 
internationally. These BD Hubs are serving a convening and coordinating role by bringing together a wide range of Big 
Data stakeholders in order to connect solution seekers with solution providers. 

In FY 2016, the Big Data Regional Innovation Hubs: Establishing Spokes to Advance Big Data Applications (BD 
Spokes) solicitation began extending the BD Hubs network by establishing multi-institutional and multi-sector 
collaborations to focus on topics of specific interest to a given region. The first set of BD Spokes was funded in FY 2016. 
This solicitation calls for new BD Spoke proposals to be awarded in FY 2018. Collaborating with BD Hubs, each BD Spoke 
will focus on a particular topic that requires Big Data approaches and solutions. The set of activities managed by a BD 
Spoke will promote progress towards solutions in the chosen topic area. The regional BD Hub Steering Committee will 
provide general guidance to each BD Spoke and will assist the BD Spoke in coordinating with the national BD Hub 
network, with other BD Spokes, and with the broader innovation ecosystem. 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 

The Big Data activities of a BD Spoke will be guided by the following broad themes: 

• Accelerating progress towards addressing societal grand challenges relevant to the regional and national priority 
areas defined by the BD Hubs (information on priority areas can be found on each Hub’s website listed in the 
Introduction section below); 

• Helping automate the Big Data lifecycle; and 
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• Enabling access to and spurring the use of important and valuable available data assets, including international 
data sets where relevant. 

NSF's overall Big Data research and development (R&D) portfolio includes fundamental research, infrastructure 
development and provisioning, education and workforce development, and community engagement. Not all of these 
aspects of the overall portfolio are covered by this solicitation. In particular, this solicitation is not meant to fund 
proposals in which fundamental research is the primary activity. If research is a substantial portion of the proposed 
activities, please consult with a cognizant NSF program officer of this solicitation to help find a more appropriate 
solicitation. For example, projects focused on foundations and innovative applications related to Big Data may be better 
suited for submission to the Critical Techniques and Technologies for Advancing Foundations and Applications of Big 
Data Science & Engineering (BIGDATA) program. Similarly, projects focused primarily on privacy research may be more 
suited to NSF’s Secure and Trustworthy Cyberspace (SaTC) program. 

There are two proposal categories covered by this solicitation: SMALL and MEDIUM BD Spokes. 

Note: All (SMALL or MEDIUM) BD Spoke proposals submitted in response to this solicitation must include a Letter of 
Collaboration from a regional BD Hub. Any BD Spoke proposal not including a Letter of Collaboration from a BD Hub 
will be returned without review. No exceptions will be made. 

ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION:  

An organization may participate as submitting organization (or, in the case of collaborative proposals, as the lead 
organization) for at most one proposal responsive to this solicitation. 

Proposal submissions are limited to 1 per organization (except as non-lead in a collaborative proposal) to maintain a 
balanced geographic representation of the Regional Hubs and Spokes program and to increase diversity of participating 
institutions. 

AWARD INFORMATION:  

Each SMALL project will be funded at $100,000 to $500,000 total for up to three years, subject to the availability of 
funds. 

Each MEDIUM project will be funded at $500,001 to $1,000,000 total for up to three years, subject to the availability of 
funds. 

FURTHER INFORMATION:  

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2017/nsf17546/nsf17546.htm 
 
NOTE: Program announcement instructions supersede instructions delivered in this document. 
 

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=504767
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=504767
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=504709
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